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Ir has been juſtly remarked, by a late 
celebrated writer, That the wages of 
« labour are the reward of induſtry, 
I „which, like every other human qua- 


« lity, improves in proportion to the 


8 encourage- 


I 
“ encouragement it receives; and that 
every labourer is worthy of his hire, 
is a doctrine too well eſtabliſhed to be 
diſputed. In moſt of the trades and 


manufactures carried on in this com- 


mercial kingdom, there is a certain price 
or wages agreed to be given by the 
employer to the labourer, either by the 
piece, day, or year, as a recompence 
for his labour: and ſo very deſirous was 
the legiſlature in the early part of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth of giving 
unto the hired perſon, in the time of 
plenty as well as of ſcarcity, a con- 
venient proportion of wages, that it 
veſted full power and authority in 
juſtices of the peace annually within 


their 
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their reſpeRtive juriſdictions, to limit 
and appoint, what wages each individual 
| ſhould be intitled- to receive for his 
labour; and directed them to call to- 

gether, and adviſe with ſuch diſcreet 
perſons, as they ſhould think proper, 
the better to enable them to carry the 
intentions of government into execution; 
and ſubſtituted a proper mods of pu- 
niſhment to be inflited upon thoſe who 
ſhould give or receive more than what 
ſhould be ſo aſcertained by ſuch Juſtices. 
There have alſo been many ſalutary laws 
enacted, ſince that period, for the better 
regulation of our manufactures, and to 
prevent combinations being entered into 
by ſervants and workmen to raiſe and 


enhance 
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enhance the price of their labour; 
dut no one act has, within my recol- 


lection, paſſed to puniſh the combination 


of maſters to reduce the price of ſuch 


labour. I will not aſſert that ſuch 


combinations might not be puniſhable 


at the common law, but any one who 


commences ſuch a proſecution, will find 


it to be extremely tedious, and, conſe- 


quently, very expenſive ; beſides which, 


it muſt originate with thoſe who are 
unable to ſupport it. This Act of 
Queen Elizabeth was for many years, 
and in ſome places, as I am informed, 
now is carried into execution, but like 
other good and falutary laws, has beep 


in others totally neglected, not for 


its 


+ 7-4 
its inutility, but merely, as it is pre- 
ſumed, on account of the trouble 


attending the enforcing it. 


The rates, made, Sir, in former pe- 
riods, have fallen under my inſpection; 
but is it not ſtrange to tell, that although 
the Woollen Manufacture is the firſt 
ſtaple commodity, and one great ſource 
of wealth, to this kingdom, yet it has 
not, in this particular inſtance, been 
thought of conſequence enough to merit 
the attention of the magiſtrates, / far as 
to determine how much ſhould be paid for 
the ſhining of a pound of Wool into Yarn, 
or how much ſhould be paid to each Spinner 
of Wool for a day's work; although that 


particular 
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particular branch of trade was in ſuch 


- eſtimation prior to the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, as to occaſion a reſtriction 


being laid, that no Retailer ſhould ſell 
a yard of the fineſt broad cloth for 


more than ſixteen chilli gs; which 
clearly ſhews that the Woollen Manu- 
facture was as great an object of the 
attention of the legiſlature, in Queen 
| Elizabeth's reign, as any other trade or 
| buſineſs whatſoever. I will admit, that, 
were the magiitrates at their eaſter 
ſeſſions to ſettle the rate of 5 be- 


tween the Woolcomber and the Spinner, 


it might not, in every reſpect, anſwer 
the wiſhed- for purpoſe ; ; becauſe the 
power of makin g ſuch rates, is, by the 

| 40 


5 
act of Elizabeth confined to one certain 
annual ſæſſions; and it is not improbable, 
that from ſome incidental cauſe, it might 
be neceſſary to make alterations in their 
wages during ſuch period, but yet that 
ought not to be uſed as an argument for 1 
the not making of any rate whatſoever. 
The Wooli Sir, are a ſet ot 
men whom I believe to be by no means 
blind to their own intereſt : this they 
have clearly evinced by taking ſuch an 
advantage of the inefficacy of the act of 
Queen Elizabeth, as never wasattempted, 
nor, I believe, ſo long uninterruptedly, 
practiſed, in this kingdom, by any ſet of 
men whatſoever : I mean, Sir, their mock 


C of 
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of paying for the ſpinning of Wool into 


Varn; in the doing of which, they have 
aſſumed to themſelves an arbitrary power 
of deducting ſometimes twopence, three- 
pence, and, at this time, fourpence out 
of every ſhilling which has back honeſtly 
and induſtriouſly earned, by every poor 
perſon employed in that branch in the 
county of Suffolk :----although, at this 
this” the Spinners of Wool into Yarn 
in the county of York are, as I am in- 
forkned, paid their fall Wages W 
any deducrion whatſoever, and that too 
in a county where proviſions are cheaper 
than in the more ſouthern parts of this 
kingdom. Ifa carpenter, bricklayer, or 
any other journeyman is employed by the 


day, 


. 
day, week, or piece, he claims a right, and 
he is juſtly entitled, to receive wages for 
the ſame in proportion to his labour; it is 

the honeſt earnings of his induſtry, and 
the juſt reward of his diligence. And I 
ſhould conceive that no inſtance can be 
produced of a | deduction having been 
made at the rate of 25L. and 33. per 
cent. out of ſuch wages; yet this is the 
_ conſtant practice of the Woolcombers 
towards the Spinners : 1t may not, ties 
fort be unneceſſary to enquire into the 
reaſons which have induced the Wool- 
combers to make thoſe deductions ; 
why the Spinners have ſo long and 
peaceably acquieſced under ſuch illegal 
exactions ; and the conſequence which 


have 


* 


14 have attended ſuch acquieſcence ; and to 


conſider whether any, and what, meaſures 


can be pointed out to remedy theſe un- 
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It is admitted, that the great ſpur to 
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the trade and manufactures of this 

4 | country, is, the advantage which ariſes | 
to individuals from the employment of 
their money in ſuch branches as they 

| conceive will be productive of the largeſt 


intereſt upon their capital. When, 


therefore, a man ſets out in trade, with 
an adequate capital to the means he 
propoſes to purſue, it follows, that he 
muſt in the proſecution of his plan ſet 
to work a proportionate number of in- 


duſtrious 
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1 „ 
duſtrious perſons, and ſupply them with 
materials ſo as to make an advantage by 
the fale of their work, or by the labour 
which they add to the raw materials, 
and when they are wrought up he ought, 
after deducting the price of the materials 
and labour and the attendant expence of 
diſpoſin g of them, to have ſuch a ſurplus, 
by way of intereſt, as' ſhall be adequate 
to the ſum employed and the hazards of 

particular branches of trade, without 
35 which there could be as inducement to 


employ ſuch perſons. 


Let us. therefore now conſider that 
part of the preſent ſtate of the Woollen 
Manufacture only, from the purchaſe of 

the 
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The Expence of the Woolcomber upon be 
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the Fleece to the diſpoſal of the Ts 
from whence we may be able to form a 
proper judgment of the conduct of the 
Woolcombers in general. 


The average Price of a pack and a quarter of) 
Lincolnſhire or Kentiſh Wool, containing 7 10 
zoolb. for 20 years laſt paſt, has been about | 


The Expence of waſhing and combing be 


As this Wool by waſhing and combing _— 
az, or to a neat pack of 240]b. the Expence | 
of ſpinning it into Yarn into what 1s called | 
_ twelvepenny work, deducting only 3d. out 9 
of every ſhilling from the Spinner (though 
the deduction now made is 4d.) is 


The Expence of the Packman and Packhouſe- | 
keeper 1n carrying out and taking in =} - 
work, and the carriage and IO 4 
upon the ſale of it, is = 


Pack of Yarn of twelvepenny work 1s 85 


The average Price of a pack of Yarn fold at 


Norwich Market, at 28. in the pound, - * 


Profit upon a pack of Yarn bf 12dy work - . 3 

The Capital which a Woolcomber ought to 
have, who makes 8 packs of Yarn 1 in one 
Week or 416 packs in a Year, is 3000L. 
and the Profit upon, 416 e, at only 


31. per pack, 1s - 1200 
By 
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By the foregoing calculations, which 
I have great reaſon to believe is not very 
inaccurate, for I wiſh not to miſtate, it 
appears that the Woolcomber makes a 
profit of 40%. per cent. upon his capi- 
tal, and that too without hazard, as the 
whole buſineſs is carried on for ready 
money, or at leaſt the Varn is paid 
for by drafts, which is nearly equal to 
it; and theſe profits increaſe in propor- 
tion to the credit given to the buyer of 
theYarn. Upon a pack of Wool of ſeven- 
quarter, or two- ſhilling work, which 
is uſed in the making of bombazines, 
and from which the Woolcomber makes 
a deduction of ſixpence in the ſhilling 
from the Spinner, there is an average 


profit of about 5 L. on each pack. 


* 
| Does there then appear. the leaſt co- 
lour of juſtice that after a poor woman 
has been labouring twelve hours to earn 
ſixpence by ſpinning, and reeling half a 
pound of Wool into twelvepenny work 
or Yarn, conſiſting of fix twopenny 

ſkeins, that the putter-out of the Wool 
or packman, by the order of his maſter, 
; ſhould deduct three hal fpence or twopence 


out of that hard-earned pittance ? 


But, ſay the Woolcombers, it has for 
a long time been the cuſtom of the trade 
to make theſe deductions, and that it 
took its riſe from the dulneſs of this 
particular trade and the great price of 
W ool, and that the deduction is occa- 


fionally 
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I 
ſionally varied according to the advanced 
or reduced price of the Varn ſent to 


market. 


: Who are the judges of theſe market 
prices? the Woolcombers. Do they call 
any of the country gentlemen, or ma- 
giſtrates to their atliſtance, to conſider 
of the propriety or impropriety of their 
deductions ? No :---they, and they only, 
are the ſole arbiters of the fate of the 
poor, and iſſue their fiat, whereby many 
induſtrious perſons are deprived of the 
Juſt reward due to their labour and in- 
duſtry; beſides which, it appears to be 
very extraordinary, that there ſhould not 
in the courſe of many years have been 
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ſcarce an inſtance of the Woollen Maua- 
facture being in ſo thriving a ſtate as to 
warrant the Woolcombers givin ga Spin- 


ner one ſhilling for twelvepenny- worth 


of work performed in the county of 


Suffolk. 


The legiſlature in the reign of James 
the firſt, conſidering that mankind 


were naturally inclined to what tended 


to their own benefit, wiſely determined 
by the ſtatute of the firſt year of his reign, 
that no Clothier, being a juſtice of the 


peace, ſhould be a rater of wages for 


the making of Cloth. Ought then 
the wages of the poor in the ſpinning of 
Yarn to be determined by the Wool- 


combers ? 


ek 
combers? men fo immediately intereſted 
in the event 3 intereſted, that it 
excites my aſtoniſhment to think ſuch 
practices ſhould have ſo long been per- 
mitted to prevail in this country, contra- 


ry to every idea of law and juſtice. 


I would aſk thoſe gentlemen, Whe- 
ther nen has been ever made out 
of the wages of the journeyman comber, 
or the weaver? To which, if they anſwer 
in the negative, another queſtion immedi- 
ately ariſes ; Why ſhould it be made from 
the poor Spinners who, even were the full 
earnings paid, receive a leſs proportionable 
ſhare for their labour than either of the 
other two ; for the dulneſs of trade and 
the 


| [ 20 ] 
the great price of Wool ſhould be equally 
affecting to all. 


By the 14th and 15th of George the 
third, a penalty, not leſs than five ſhil- 
lings, nor more than twenty ſhillings, is 
inflicted for the firſt offence in reelin g of 
| ſhort Yarn; for the ſecond offence, not 
more than five pounds, nor leſs than forty 
ſhillings ; and for the third offence, the 
offender is ſentenced to ſuffer one month's 
impriſonment, and to be once publickly 
whipped during that period: and theſe of. 
fences, by a provincial act for preventing 
abuſes in the Woollen Manufactory of 

Suffolk, are ſubject to the vigilance of 
an inſpector, appointed for that ſole pur- 
[ pole, 


L 21 

poſe, by whoſe means the act has been 
very ſtrictly carried into execution. Theſe 

penalties are very ſevere, though poſſi- 
bly not more ſo than the ſupport of ſo 
valuable a branch of our commerce re- 
quires, and many are the culprits daily 
convicted under that act. I can only la- 
ment that this law was not extended to: 
perſons who ſhould be found guilty of 
mort payment to thoſe who ſpin their 
Wool int Yarn; for there is great reaſon 
to believe that were the poor to receive 

the full wages for their work, moſt of 
' thoſe complaints would be effectually 


done away. 


The mode of delivering this Wool to 
| the 
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1 
the Spinners is through a packman, who 
is employed to carry it to the houſes of 
certain people, which are called pack - 
houſes; to theſe houſes the Spinners re- 
pair for their Wool. and there return it 
after it is ſpun into Yarn ; to theſe pla- 
ces the mandate of the Woolcomber is 


ſent that a deduction of threepence, or 


fourpence, is to be made out of every ſhil- 


ling earned by the Spinner, on account 


of the dulneſs of trade; and, let the de- 
mand for the Manufactures be ever ſo 
great, or the trade in ever ſo flouriſhing 
a condition, Dull, is the word of the 


Woolcomber ; and the poor muſt ſubmit 


to theſe exactions, or become chargeable 
to their reſpective pariſhes; which, though 


a matter 


C as Þ 
a matter of indifference to the lazy and 
indolent ; yet to the honeſt, ſober, and 
induſtrious, who ſtrive to rear up a nu- 
merous offspring without becoming 
burthens to ſociety, is truly humiliating 
and affecting. . 

Should it be aſked, Why the Spinners 
of Wool have for theſe fifteen years ſub- 
mitted to theſe exactions ? it may be an- 
ſwered, that the only employment of the 
= poor of this country is in the ſpinning of 
Wool into Yarn ; and, were they not to 

comply with theſe hard terms, however 
ſpeciouſly dreſſed up, they muſt either 
ſtarve, or repair to a workhouſe, where 
they would be obliged to perform the 


ſame 
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ſame kind of labor; and, in this ftuation . 
the pariſh applies their earnings towards 
their maintenance, and the deficiency is 
raiſed by the inhabitants, conſequently 
theſe unfair deductions of the Woolcomber 
1s one great cauſe of the increaſe of the 


poor rates in the county of Suffolk. 


Should it be urged by the Woolcomb- 


ers that were the rate of wages to be ſet- 


tled by the juſtices of the peace in the 
manner pointed out by the 5th of Eli- 


zabeth, the poor would not even then 


receive more than they are now allowed 
for their downing. it might be anſwered, 
that, whether they receive more or leſs, 
it would be ſatisfactory to the people; 
they 
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4 
they mega pay due obedience to thoſe 
whoſe duty and inclination it 1s to ſuper- 
intend and protect them; well knowing, 
and frequently experiencing, the good ef- 


fects of their bounty and benevolence. 


It has been n that there are 
192, ooo men, women, and children em- 
played in the ſpinning of Wool in the 
county of Suffolk; and that their carn- 
ings, upon an average, amount to the 
ſum of 249, 600%. annually*; which is at 


the rate of about twenty five ſhillings a 


* This calculation may poſſibly be erroneous, but 
admitting that there are not more than 150, ooo Spin- 
ners, the earnings would amount to about 200, ooo. 
annually. 


x year 


„ 
year for each perſon; and that, by che 
deduction of threepence in the ſhillin 8 
out of the earnings of the Spinners, no 
leis a ſur than 62, 400 and at fourpence 
J in the ſhilling, 83. 300%. is taken from 


the maintenance of the poor, and put into 
the pocket of the Woolcomber. This 


calculation is nearly upon an average 
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for a number of years, as the deduction 
is ſometimes only twopence, at others 
fourpence, and even ſo high as fourpence 
halfpenny in the ſhilling: but how much 
hat that ſum be increaſed, when the 
deductions made in thoſe other parts of 
the kingdom where the Woollen Manu- 
factory is carried on, are added to it ! 
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ad fenſible writers upon the age 
of population admit, that the liberal re- ; 
ward of labour tends much to increaſe 
the propagation of mankind, by encou- 
raging marriage ; that it enables the 
the labourer to bring up a greater num- 
ber of children, who being early taught 
to work, become uſeful members of ſo- 
ciety: : whereas, if the narrow, confined 
plan of the Woolcombers was adopted by 
all other trades, it would have a Contrary 
tendency, and occaſion, i in time, a defici- 
ency of hands for carrying on the com- 

merce, and agriculture of the country. | 


I come now to conſider whether any, 
and what, meaſures can be pointed out to 


remedy theſe inconveniences in future. 
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- This, I thould conceive, can no way be 


fo effetually done, as by bringing a Bill 


into the I louſe of Commons, in the pre- 


ſent Seſſions of Parliament, for amending 


the act of the fifth of Elizabeth, fo far 
as reſpects the Woollen Manufacture . 
by authoriſing and requiring his M.. 


;jeſty 8 Juſtices of the peace, at any gene- 


ral quarter ſeſſions of the Peace to be 


| holden for each county, riding, diviſion, 


or place, or at ſome adjournment thereof, 
(notice of ſuch adjournment, and i its in- 


tended Purpoſe being firſt given two 


preceding weeks in ſome of the public 
papers), to call before them two of the 


principal Woolcombers within ſuch 


county, riding, diviſion, or place, who 


ſhould 


. 
ſhould be obliged to deliver an account 
in writing, verified upon oath, of the 
average price of Wool and Yarn for ths 
preceding three months; and that ſuch 
juſtices ſhould be required and impowered, 
from ſuch account, to late the wages to 
be paid to the Spinners of Wool within 
their reſpective diviſions, until the next 
1 general | quarter ſeſſions; and to cauſe 
ſuch rates to be printed, and ſent to the 
chief conſtables of each reſpective hun- 
dred, in order to be by them diſtributed 
amongſt the petty conſtables of each re- 
ſpective pariſh within dir hundred; who 
ſhould be commanded to put or place 
one of ſuch rates upon the door of the 


church or chapel belonging to each re- 


{ pective 
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 ſpadtive pariſh, for the inſpection of the 


inhabitants there; and to ſubject every 
perſon who ſhall give, or receive, more 


than the wages to be thereby limited, 


think adequate to the offence ; and to 


make ſuch fatisfaRion to the clerk of the 
peace, or other officer, of each county, 
for the making and diſtributing of ſuck 


rates as may be thought reaſonable. 
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Tue BILL, now depending in Parliament, for preventing thr 
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